mical relations. The practitioner must also be acquainted with all known morbid conditions, and be capable of deducing from the data of pathological anatomy and physiology, all possible departures of the human organism or of its organs from the normal condition. These are Dr. A. Siebert's views.
As general principles, we readily admit their correctness. But there is another kind of diagnosis of humbler pretensions, but perhaps not less useful than the scientific and recondite art discussed by the author of the volume before us, and we are quite sure, extensively practised. This is the method of empirical diagnosis. We term it empirical, because it is conversant mainly with experience. The science of medicine being confessedly imperfect, so also must be scientific diagnosis. " it as such before its existence was shown by examination and inquiry, more particularly in j ourneymen mechanics infected in their travels, and with whom the itch had lingeredfor years. It was manifest by the puffed-up, swollen, plump face; the smutty eyes; the dull silly stare ; the swollen nose and lips, the latter of a sallow hue; the puffy eyelids; and the general dull tint of the skin, when none of the usual complaints of vertigo, debility, indigestion, shortness of breath, lassitude, and sleepiness, had given indication of the disease. Many subsequently showed the truth of the early diagnosis by an itch-eruption more or less copious. Some became phthisical, others epileptic. In one case, the fits of vertigo increased in intensity, until the patient was insensible in them: these terminated by a discharge of a limpid fluid from the nostrils. In another case, death followed a remarkably acute attack of hydrothorax." (p. 198 and exclusion shows what it cannot be. The last step is the consideration of the individuality of the patient, the amount of health remaining to him, and the relation of the disease to the weather and the epidemic "genius." The portion of special diagnosis contained in this, the first volume, comprises the exploration of the heart. The mechanism of the heart's movements, and the nature and causes of its sounds are discussed at length. We must defer, however, the notice of this part to a future opportunity.
